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ESTING under the eaks that
stretch rough boughs above
Belmont Chapel and the pallid
tomb erected there to the

: memory of Margaret Mercer,

‘the Rambler looked across flelds to

‘another low and rounded hill whero

‘# big brick house poked ita heavy

ohimneys higher than the oaks and

cedars and showed its gables, porch
columns and bits of wall through tho
branches of leafleas trees, That ls

Belmont House. One can trace a dou~

ble line of cedars extending from tho

deep grove which holds the chapel in

. its embrace to the trees which grow

around the blg brick house.

Those cedars mark the outline of an

old lane which led between the mans

#lon and the chapel. It {s a way that

was well trodden many years ago,

but it is not often that anybody
walks that way now. Even the newer
roads which lead from the Leesburg

. plke and the Ashburn road into the
" wooda of Belmont Chapel seem to bo

" a8 old a8 roads can be, and yet pre-

rve their right to be called roada.

] eilact soon makes even a new road

dook old, and the bitterest neglect a

§oad can suffer I8 to be foresaken by

gnan and horse,

| The ways that penetrate the gloomy,

Bimost ghostly, woods of HBelmont

Chapel never were automoblle roads,
18 lkely that the chug of a gns ens

gine mever broke the quiet of that

[rove, where, under dead leaves and

forest mold, lle the bones and ashes
pf perhaps thousands of people to

4 ,the fine vistas of the Goose

ireekk region, the Broad run region

- arland run region were
m?mlllur than they are to you

»
; .
Bervices are mo longer held at Bel-
mont Chapel and it is only at sadly
int intervals of time that a human
will pass that way, and then
&t .man or woman will enter the
ngle of periwinkle that has woven
eep green mat over the cemetery
i 1y & little bunch of flowers on &
ve, It may be only a bunch of wild
7 or & cluster of roses gathered
parden at e. But they sédem
it &8 the richest blooms which
‘the deft hands of a florist wove
amemorial g . The Rambler
bet his week's salary that the
sT accompanying that humble
gch of flowers will ascend as high
get as_ kindly hearing at
ne of Grace as rayer that
ids or hot-
80 roses. However, these are idle
oughts and the Rambler must keep
promise he made last Bunday to
of his visit to Belmont House and
‘relate such facts concerning that
nteresting ‘g.hu as he was able to
- in course of & BSunday

"
4 t Rambler &id not go to Bel-
mont House from lmont Chapel
¢ following the an‘c ent lane out-
ned across the flelds by the dou-
6 row of cedars. There are times,
n weariness s upon one, that a
Bhort walk looks long, and this was
ia. of those times. Imont House
‘ rererved for another Bundag trip.
he Rambler left the train at the lit-
atation called ‘Belmont Park, of
ich he told in the first narrative of
‘the Goosa creek meries. He took the
road leading north toward the river
gnd the I‘auhnrﬁ leo and gald “good
morning” to fllard Mason Atwell,
“Wwho was the first man the Rambler
met when he invaded the Goose
oreek country late last sum-
mer. Then he stopped and sald
""howdy” to Charles Stunkel, &a
man written of in the second narrative
A8 the stonecutter who has in his
garden a plece of strange and curlous
marble, of which the columnas in
tuary Hall are carved, and which
.pérhaps came from the forgotten
quarries out of which the famous col-
umns were taken, VBIH near a century
ago. A mile beyond Btunkel's a bend
n the road and the absence of woods
ing into view Coton House, a man-
‘slon which John Guthrie Hopkins, a
rich man, bullt on the Lea farm of
/" Coton. Coton farm brings many
! glea.a.a.nt recollections to the Ram-
. bler's mind, and there are some facts
%ggg:hltthwhlcgul;? E“lmt rellnta even
6 re elay his ar

u.tl Bel.r::ont Houge, g Tl

n «he Library of Congress I8 a
book, on the title page of which one
may read: “Lee of Virginla—1642-

Sketches of Descendants of Col. Rich=
ard Lee, with Brlef Notices of the
lated Famllles of Allerton, Arm-
stead, Ashton, Aylett, Bedinger,
Bland, Bolling, Carroll, Carter, Cham-=
bera, Corbin, Custis, Digge, Falrfax,
Fitghugh, Gardner, Grymes, Hanson,
Jennings, Jones, Randolph, Shepherd,
Marshall, Mason, Page, Lu&well. Bhip-
en, Tabb, Taylor, Turberville, Wash-
ngton and Others,” This genealogical
work was the result of the labors of
Edmund Jennings Lee and was pub-
lished In 1895. Bome of the facts which
the Rambler will relate concern-
ing the Lees of Coton and Belmont
have been obtalned from that source.
The Lee famlly in Loudoun county
{;re-ent many difficulties because of
he repetition of like baptismal names
not only through the varlous genera=
tions of the same branch of the fam-
ily, but the same name will he en-
ountered in the several branches of
famlily and at the same period.

#*
L

The first two of the Leea who came
to live in Loudoun seem to have been
Phillp Ludwell Lea and Francis
Lightfoot Lee, brothers. Phillp Lud-
well Lee was the eldeat surviving son
of Thomas Lee and his wife, whose
malden name was Hannah Ludwell.

He was born on the 24th of Febru-
Ary, and died on the 21st of
that month, 1775. 1t is believed that
he was born at Stratford House, that
magnificent old home stil]l standing
Potomac near Nominl creck.
be that he was born at an-

mansion in that part of Vir-
ginia called Mount Plsasant, but Ed-
mund, Jennings Lee points out that
ihe tradition is that all

'hamas J.ee. were born. at Rtratford

"he Ran!flﬂg
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the sons of c¢o

House. Philip Ludwell Lee, after tho
custom of many influentlal famillies
fn Virginia, was sent to college In
Enfland but the name of the Insti-
tutfon which he attended has not been
reserved, It is known, however, that
@ gtudied law, at the Inneér Temple,
London, On the death of his father
he inherited the larger share of
Thomas Lee's estate, and among the
lands bequeathed were large tracts
fn Westmoreland and Northumber-
land countles, in Virginia, on the
eastern shore of aryland, two
fslanda in the Potomao, "“and some
land by the river (Potomac) abova
the Great Falla” One of the stories
has it that Thomas Lee, many years
before the revolutlon, took up lands
along the upper Potomao, believing
that aome day the colonles would be-
come Independent of Great Britain
and that the new nation would locate
its ¢apital on the Potomac near Great
Falls, The historian of the Lee fam-
ily says: *“This story seems rather
Improbable; one might have prophe-
pled that the growing colonles would
one day form themaslves into a new
nation, but that one could so far in
advance predict the location of its
capital {8 rather unlikely. At any
_rate, J.wophet or no prophet, Thomas
Lee did locate a claim only a few
:ml:a a.!:ovo the resent alte of Wash-
ngton,’
owe, in his history of Virginia,
after reciting the fact of the creation
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THE NEW OJ1TuN HOUSE,

married Phillp Richard Fendall. She
dled. about 1788. The children of
Phillp Ludwell Lee and Elizabeth
Bteptoe were Matilda, who married a
cousin nanmied Henry Lee; Flora, who
married a near kinsman named Lud-
well Lee, and Philip, who was born In
17756 and died in infancy,
&
&

Francls Lightfoot Lea was the sixth
son of Thomas Lee of Stratford and
his wite, Hannah Ludwell. o was
born at Stratford House October 14,
1784, He received his education
under private tutors, the principal of
whom swas Rev. Mr. Cralg, who, ac-
cording to the Lee historian, “not only
made him & good scholar, but imbued
him with a genuine fondness for the
e¢lasslcs.” When Francla Lightfoot
Leo reached his majority he settled in
Loudoun county on landas which had
been begueathed to him by his father,
not all the lands of Thomas Lee in
Loudoun having been left to Philip
Ludwell Lee. Francis Lightfoot Lee
was one of the early notables in the
?olitlcs of Loudoun and was one of
he pre-revolutionary representativesa
of the eounlY in the housa of bur-

sses at Willlamsburg., It wae not

ong after his marriage that he left
Loudoun and took up his resldence in

GATE AT CUOTON FARM.

of Loudoun county, In 1757, saya that
the new county included in its bor-
ders some of Philip Ludwell Lee's
lands. He continues: *Leesburg, the
county seat, was named from the Lee
family, who were among the early
pottlers In the county; it was evtab-
lished In Beptember, 1768, In the thir-
ty-second year of the reign of King
eorge II. Mr, Nicholas Minot, who
owned the sixty acres around the
court house, had them Ilaid off into
ptreets and lots, some of which, at
the passage of the act, had been bulit
upon. The act constituted ‘the Hon.
Philip Ludwell Y.ee, Thomas Mason,
Francis Lightfoot Lee, Thomas Hamil-
ton, Nicholas Minor, Joalah Clapham,
Aeneas Campbell, John Hugh, Francis
Hague and Willlam Weat, gentlemen,
trustees for the town.”
About the year 1761 Philip Ludwell
the son of Thoman Lee, was mar-
ried to Elizabeth Bteptoe, a daughter
of James Bteptos: of estmoreland
ty, They left three children, After
Phillp Ludiwell L.ee's death his widow

o

Richmonda eounty, calling lhils mansion
and the adjacent lands Menokin. He
married Rebecca, the second daughter
of Col. John Tayloe, whose wife was
born_ Rebecca Plater. Their homae
was Mount Alry, Richmond county, on
the James, At the death of Francis
Lightfoot Lee he bequeathed “to my
nephew, Thomas Lee of Loudoun, all
my lots In the town of Matildaville,"
and named Thomas Ludwell Leo of
Loudoun as his executor, In passing,
let the Rambler mention that Matilda-
ville was the town which stood at
Great Falls on the Virginia side and
where the ruin of a house or mill
8tlll may be seen. Great expecta-
tiona were entertained of that place
in connection with the around-the-
falla canal of the Potomao Improve-
ment Company end the utilization of
the water power at the falls for mill.
ing and manu uring. This ambt-
Hous project was very close to the
earta of George Washington, Thomaa
efferson and gther distinguished men
of the early rapublican era., Amithe

»

Rambler has heard the story, Matilda-
ville was named after Matilda Juck-
gon, & daughter of one of the ploneer
families in the Great Falls nelghbor-
hood. Another story is that the sot-
tlement was named after Matllda
Trammell, the Trammell's being also a
ploneer familg in that neighborhood,

Francis Lightfoot Lee named as ex-
ecutor of his will Thomas Ludwell
Lea of Loudoun county, and this
Thomag Ludwell Leg aa well as the
Rambler can make out from the tan-
gle of family names, was a son of
Thomas Lee, whose wife was Mary
Aylett. Thomas Ludwell Lee married
Fannle Carter, a daughter of Robert
‘W. Carter of Sabine Hall, Richmond
county, and lived at Coton farm. Per-
haps he was the bullder of Coton
House, Thera are extant letters from
thisa Thomas Ludwel Lee, written
from Coton, to his kinsman, George
Carter, who lived at Oatlands, on the
upper part of Goose creek, and Car-
ter’s mill, at Oatlands, remains today
one of the beat known place mames
in that part of the county, These let-
ters deal mostly with farm mattera.
In one of them he writes that “the
ascursed worms”’ that hnd ravaged
other farma had Injured him but lit-
tle, but that a hallstorm and rust
had done him coneiderable damage.
“But,’" he says, "I got B00 barrels of
flour, which you'll say I8 a very good
crop for my poor farm.”

This Thomas Ludwell Lee died in
1806, and his will was probated Oc-
tober 14, 1807. In that instrument he
styles himself “Thomas Ludwell Lee
of Coton’” He desired 'to be burled
decently by the gide of my dearly be-
loved child, Thomas Ludwell Lee, de-
ceaged, without any expense that la
not absolutely necessary,” He be-
queathes *“all my land lying on the
west side of (Goose creek, in the
aounty of Loudoun, purchased of
Thomas Swann, who purchased of
Carter's executors, together with the
mill seat appertalning thereto and
twenty acres on the east side of
Goose creek, s be laid out in the most
convenlent manner for ihe mill, and
all my lots in the town of Mahllda-
ville devized to me by my uncle,
r‘rnncis Lightfoot lL.ee, to my execu=
ors."

Those executors were Fannie Carter
Lee, his widow, and George Carter of
Oatlands. Further along in the will
he makes disposition to his widow of
the mill property “now in possession
of Obadlah Clifford under lease, and
the land on the opposite side of the

creek which I purchased of Benjamin
Iidwards.” He makes mentlon of land
“on the east side of the creek, adjoin-
ing the land of Ludwell Lee, on which
I lately established a farm by the
name of the Forest farm.” The fol-
lowing provisions are also to be
found in the will: “My will and desire
i3 that Coton farm, with all the land
annexed to it, except ten acres ad-
Jolning the mill lot, which my beloved
wife {a hereafter nuthorized to sell,
with all the slaves, Turniture, stock,
farm utensils, carriages and every de-
scription of property, shail be kept
together for the sole uge of my un-
married daughters, who are, Immedi-
ately on the death or marriage of
their dear mother, to possess and en-
Joy the same, but my express desire is
that none of them live In the family
more than one month after their mar-
riage, and from the time of their mar-
riage they forfelt all thelr right of
property in the same. After the death
or marriage of my last single daugh-
ter I desire that the whaole Property
above mentioned be 8old, and the
money arlsing from it to be equally
divided among all my daughtera and
thelr helrs.”” Under the terma of the
will a bequest is made to Landon Car-
ter, son of George Carter of Oatlands,

The chlldren of this Thomas Lud-
well Lee of Coton were Thomas Lud-
well Lee, who died in infancy; Elza-
I:ethi who became the wifa of hey
cousin, 8t. Leger Landon Carter, son
of Landon Carter of Claves; Mary
Aylett Les, who married Tench Ring-
gold, long marshal of the District of
Columbia. It was from a daughter
of the marriage of Mary Aylett Lee
and Tench Ringgold that Chief Jus-
tire White of the Supreme Court is
descended. Another child of Thomas
Ludwell Lee of Coton and Fannle
Carter was Winifred Beale Lee, who
married Willlam Brent, jr., of Rich-
land, In Btafford county, near Aquia
creelk, the ancestral home of the Vir-
ginla branch of the Brent family. An-
other daugkter was Fanny Carter
Lee, who dled single. Then there was
Ann Lucinda Lee, who becamae the
wife of : Jolim M. MoOarty, a.son.of

ton Farm .

Col, Danfel McCarty and Sarah Mas
son of Cedar Grove, Falrfax county.
The old farm of that couple and thelr
descendants lies on the Potomae be-
tween Bugarland run and Broad run.
Near the little chapel by the roadside
at Daysville, on the Washington and
Leesburg plke, a rough dirt road
turns from the pike toward the river
and leads through those lands.

The Rambler has lnocked about
over that old farm and made photo-
graphs of the venerabla houses still
standing on it, but has never yet
gotten around to the pleasant work
of writing the story of _the place.
There were still two other childrén
of Thomas Ludwell Lee of Coton,
One of these was Cathoerine, who died
gingle, and the other was named Byd-
ney. Very little has been preserved
concerning them, The belief 18 that

Sydney was a_ girl, and it is also
thought that she dicd without mar-
- vying.
W e
Where the Rambler entered the
Leesburg pike from the road which
re had traveled froim the little rall-

road station called Belmont Park, a
turn to the left and a walik of half a
mile or so would have brought him
to the new house of Cotton, which at
that point 18 in plain sight, A turn to
the right—that is, to the east—would
point the way to Belmont house and

he took that turn. There Is an up-
slant to the plke along that parvt of its
courae and the road is hemmed In by
woodland. To the ecast one sees only
the long stretch of gray road which
seems to lead into the sky, hut of
course any traveler with a fair degree
of experience and worldly sensa
knows that that junction of the road
and sky Is but the crest of the grado
he Is climbing and that from that
point the old road will run level or
perhaps start down hill agaln. To th
west one can see the rolling hills trmi
rise above the west side of (joose
creek, and miles beyond them the
Catoctin mountaing stand up bold and
blue, the dominant note In the land-
gcape for miles around. It 18 not o
lonely road along this part of the way.
Fast-moving automobiles crowd ono
to the footpath and befog him with
dust, The telegraph wires sing thelr
weird song in the autumin wind .The
poles and their twelve strands of
wire are a feature of thc road. Per-
haps one may fall to wondering as to
what kind of messages are flying
through those wires and what manner
of people are eending and receiving
them. Of course, the Rambler knew.
that above his head  were rushing
mesgages that carried Llisa or misery
to many, many folk.

When at last you come to the end
of the up-grade you find the country
on hoth sides of the road open and
thore the view expands, On the right
are wide flelds in which cowe are graz-
Iing. Five or six hundr@® yards back
from the road, and on the right, ﬁ:mtly
rises a low i’idge. A big brick house
gtands there under guard of old oaks
and tall, dark cedars ithut are gt
least as old and perhaps older than
the oaks, The front of the house is
dark and shadowy, for it faces to the
north, and at this season the aun
passes acrosa the southern sky. Even
in the north gloom that shrouds the
front of the houss you can make out
two tall trees that from their form
you belleve to be spruces, and by each
side .of the entrance to the old house
is a tall and rotund growth of green-
ery which you believe must be box
trees, or, a8 they are usually called in
thia country, ““box bushes,”"” And as

'You come close to the old hauze you

know that this is so. This house on
the low ridge and among the oaks and
cedars I8 Belmont. It is the same
house which you saw ,wiily standing
in that grove which through each
year, and year aftcr year, throws its
deep and lonely shadow ovor Belmont
Chapel and the liitle zemet»cy that
is a thick tangle of perviwinklz,

You pass two stone gateposts, A
wire gate swings there, and a road
leads from the gateposts stralght
across the fields toward the housa on
the ridge. "That road was planted
with trees, but it hus been aban-
doned. And this was not very long
ago, for the trees are young and
the stone gateposts are now, The
road {s now as grassy as the flelds
and the cows graze there peacefully
and well, observing no distinction be-
tween road and ficld. Farther on ia
8 _wilde, opening In the wire fenco
which bounds this property. Through
that opening a roadway of tar and
‘screening, somewhat broken by frost
and thaws, leads to the foot of the
ridge, Along the base of the ridge,
and separating the park around the
house from the pasture, I3 a five-
board fence brightly whitewashed,

As the Rambler passed that fence
a gray crane, long of leg and with
a patch of red plumage on his nape,
came out as If to meet him. Then
he (the crane) stretehed his wings
and cavorted, us though dancing the
tango or the foxtrot, just as do those
eranes in the zoo, at whose anties
children laugh with gleo 1f a Lurkey,
guineakarct. duck ur #hicken had sud-
denly come forth, the Rambler would
have felt no inward disturbance, but
to be suddenly confronted, on an old,
historle and respectable Virginin farm
by a long-legged crane with red
featheras at the back of his head was
a different matter. T'rom that white
fence the road curves up the rvidge
and passes across the front of the
old house, but the story of Belmont
must be left until next Sunday.

War Privations.
MAJOR of Lhe Intelligence bureau

A said:

“On the other side of the water the
civillan has been up against all sorts
of queer privations and hardships. No
matches, no coal, no kerosene, no to-

bacco—that has been the condition
of the civilian in many parts of
France,
“They tell a story in Fropce ahout
& man who wae staggering along &
g:lrl.l:l lnstr:ct Em:\ a miaudml.hcr'a cloelé
ac Lher
Bin &0A sala: nother man stoppe
:'l!allo. QGaston! Moving?
‘Moving, be darned!” Gaston an-
:ﬂeredil'l'm carrving this to the
farest lamp post so that I can see
what time it Js.' " ' "




